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News regarding community members, alumni, & local businesses
whose mission is to support the students of ISD #595

President’s Note

Our Wonderful, Wild 2025

Happy New Year to our members, alumni, and
friends!

When | look back at the incredible things our
Foundation accomplished in 2025, | sometimes
can’t believe our small, but mighty Foundation did
it all in the course of (just under) 12 months. In
the spring we launched our 3rd annual scholarship
drive and with the funds raised we were able to
award $25,000 in scholarships to 17 applicants
who will be pursuing post-secondary degrees.
Imagine the things these students will do! We
also celebrated the entire staff within the district
with donuts for “Teacher Appreciation Week”

in May. This fall we awarded $27,965.23 in staff
grants to 13 individual and/or team recipients to
encourage enrichment, new curriculum and school
spirit (see pages 4 and 5). Imagine the possibilities
these projects will create for our students! Wow,
what a wild ride! If 2025 was this successful, |

can only imagine what 2026 will bring. None of
this would be possible without YOU! Thank you

to all of our dedicated members (including many
of our current and retired administrators, staff,
and school board members), alumni, and friends
for your years of loyal support and who continue
to give in support of our mission. Together we

are able to accomplish great things. Big or small,
every contribution counts towards the goals and
dreams of tomorrow! Thank you for bringing pos-
itive change into the lives of others and for being
committed to our school district.

Congratulations to our spotlight donor Jay Deber-
tin (alumnus), page 2. Jay not only exemplifies
pride in the educational foundation he received
while attending school here in our District, but also
in his continued dedication as a loyal Foundation
member. Both Jay and his wife, Becky, value good
education and are driven to give back to the com-

munity where Jay found his spark! In addition,
Jay has also sought out additional support through
his affiliations with CHS and Securian Financial and
their donor matching programs to multiply the
support he and his wife Becky provide. We cannot
thank Jay and Becky enough for their ongoing
support to our Foundation, ensuring that future
generations of Green Wave students will continue
to be equipped to handle the ever changing world
of tomorrow! We are deeply grateful for your con-
tributions and your commitment to our mission.

In other news, this past September, | was able to
attend the East Grand Forks Senior High Green
Wave Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony where

8 new inductees, including one of my own class-
mates, were awarded this prestigious honor. Each
of these individuals demonstrated past high school
career achievements in areas such as academics,
athletics, musical talents, and leadership. They
then went on to use these same talents to pursue
roles distinguishing them as stand out profession-
als, musicians, career athletes, career coaches,
and all-and-out exceptional leaders. During their
acceptance speeches, many of them paid hom-
age to our alma mater, crediting dedicated staff,
supportive coaches & teammates, and strong
school spirit for the guidance and inspiration that
has motivated them throughout their lifetime of
achievements. Their achievements inspire me!
This inspiration brings me back to our own Foun-
dation’s mission of providing empowering and
enriching experiences for all students within the

...continued on page 3
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Gy Lebertin

Two of the three schools | attended in East Grand Forks
are no longer there, but the memories remain. In my
recollection, there were sufficient classroom supplies and
enough money for some of the needed extras that can
make all the difference. Today, not only do those basic
supplies cost more, but preparing students to succeed

in our rapidly changing world requires innovation and
technology in ways we could not imagine four and five
decades ago.

That’s where we can help. Providing a well-rounded edu-
cation that enables students to move on to post-second-
ary education, a professional training program or a trade
now calls for investment in both means and methods of

teaching that can create that spark every child deserves.

| am proud of my East Grand Forks roots and the educa-
tional foundation | received here. Talented teachers — and
now Foundation leaders — Pat Jacklitch and Jan Jelliff

and others like them did more for me than they will ever
know. So did caring and skilled administrators like Jim
Noonan and Bob Simonson.

While there are many benefits to growing up in small
towns like East Grand Forks, there are also challenges. To
remain vital and strong, a town requires vibrant, excellent ~daughters and want to give back to the community where
schools. | applaud Pat, Jan and the other members of the | found my spark. We are thankful for donor matching
East Grand Forks Education Foundation Board of Directors ~ programs like the ones offered by two companies | am

for the robust grant program they have built that is bring-  connected with — CHS and Securian Financial — which

ing new programs, new learning opportunities and new ~ multiply our support.

experiences to classrooms.

We look forward to seeing what will be accomplished
My wife, Becky, and | support the Foundation and its for this and future generations through the vision and
efforts to enhance quality education programs for every strength of the East Grand Forks Education Foundation.
student in the East Grand Forks school district. While
we grew up in different areas, we both know the value

. ) Please be generous.
a good education provided for ourselves and our three &

OUR MISSION

The East Grand Forks Education Foundation is a charitable nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting and enhancing quality

educational programs for every student in the East Grand Forks, Minnesota Public School District. To achieve its purpose, the
foundation reaches out to alumni and the community to secure funds and resources.




PRESIDENT'S NOTE, CONTINUED...

East Grand Forks School District. Perhaps a grant supporting band
instrument upgrades will create opportunities for students who
will go on to attend Juilliard, tour Europe and perform at Carnegie
Hall like Nick Hagen, Class of 2025. Perhaps with a student scholar-
ship, a student will go on to become a Doctor of Optometry and an

owner of a golf apparel line like Tara (Hecht) Ransdell, Class of 1993.

Thank you to each of these inspiring individuals (Jean Benson,
Class of 1986; Jeff Bowen, Class of 1983; Nick Hagen, Class of 2005;
Jaclyn (Scanlan) Hass, Class of 2011; Craig Mack, Class of 1983; Nick

Mertens, Class of 2004; Tara (Hecht) Ransdell, Class of 1993; and
Jim Scanlan) who have shown us that with imagination and deter-
mination, dreams can become a reality. Your realities inspire others
to take hold of such possibilities. We, as the EGF Education Foun-
dation, want to create more possibilities for all students for a better
tomorrow.

All my best, Holly

2025 EGF SR HIGH HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Congratulations to all the 2025 East Grand Forks Senior High Green Wave Hall of Fame Inductees. Left to right: Jim Scanlan, Jaclyn (Scanlan)
Hass, Nick Hagen, Jeff Bowen, Tara (Hecht) Ransdell, Nick Mertens, Craig Mack

Not pictured: Jean Benson
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EGF Education Fall 2025 Grant Awards

With great pleasure, The East Grand Forks Education Foun-
dation awarded 13 individuals, collaborative teams, and their
fellow staff in the East Grand Forks Public School District grants
totaling $26,852.98 for a variety of projects that will impact
students across grade levels. Grants were awarded to those
applicants whose project applications met the grant require-
ments set forth by the Foundation. The Foundation has been
awarding grants covering all disciplines for both classroom-lev-
el, grade level, and building-wide projects since 2010.

Foundation Grant Award Recipients:

¢ Tracey Heisler, Brooke Shelstad, and Kristin Stenberg, 9th
grade English staff, submitted a grant entitled “English 9
Curriculum Alignment” to purchase 180 copies of the novel
“Death Watch” by Robb White which will be used to stream-
line freshman English curriculum. They were awarded full
support in the amount of $1,620.00.

* Katie Kleven, School Counselor and Yearbook Advisor/Desk-
top Publishing Teacher, submitted a grant entitled “Yearbook
Photography Supplies” to purchase a camera package which
would allow students to be more involved in documenting
student life and photo editing experiences. She was awarded
full support in the amount of $1,096.92.

e Donovan Hanson and Emily Ruemmele, 9-12 Vocal Music
Instructor and ILC instructor, submitted a grant entitled “Se-
nior High Adaptive Music.” Funding from this grant will create
a new Adaptive Music course at Senior High to allow special
education students to receive music instruction. They were
awarded full support in the amount of $3,008.09.

e Jessica Genett, Visual Arts Educator, submitted a grant
entitled “Mural Design.” Jessica’s initiative aims to create a
class designed to prepare students for employment in both the
designing and painting of large-scale public art murals. Jessica
was awarded full support in the amount of $1,509.00.

e Stacey Bach and Jenny Loer, Band Directors for grades 5-12,
submitted a grant entitled “5-12 Band Instrument Upgrade
and Expansion.” Their goal is to have instruments to accom-
modate as many players as possible. They were awarded
partial funding in the amount of $5,700.00.

¢ Hannah Driscoll, CMS Family Consumer Science Teacher, sub-
mitted a grant entitled “Foods Around the World.” With this
funding she will be building a collection of cooking equipment
to support cooking labs focused on different cultures and tradi-
tions. She was awarded full funding in the amount of $850.00.

e Amanda Adams, 7th grade language arts teacher at the Cen-
tral Middle School submitted a grant entitled “Scope for Suc-
cess: Empowering Young Readers One Story at a Time.” Her
project will be utilized to implement the use of a supplemental
teaching tool to strengthen reading and writing skills through
high interest, authentic stories and articles all while providing
differentiation for diverse learners. Amanda was awarded full
support in the amount of $263.67.

e Leisa Hanson, 8th grade social studies teacher, at the Cen-
tral Middle School, submitted a grant for entitled “Enhancing
Geography Learning through IXL Social Studies.” Her hope
with these materials is to interactive online lessons, practice
questions, and real-time feedback aligned to MN Social Studies
standards. She was awarded full support in the amount of
$831.25.

* Melissa Kroetsch and Carl Adolphson, South Point Admin-
istrators, submitted a grant proposal for enhancing school
culture with hallway and window graphics and school spirit
banners. They were awarded full funding in the amount of
$2,540.00.

* Danny Moffitt, South Point music teacher, submitted a grant
proposal entitled “South Point Stage Lighting.” He intends

to create a new atmosphere with new stage lighting to make
performances come alive. He was awarded partial support in
the amount of $5,276.69.
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AWARD RECIPIENTS

e Elizabeth Hulst, New Heights Phy. Ed. teacher, submitted a e Tina Haaven, Assistant Principal at New Heights Elementary,

grant proposal entitled “Enhancing Physical Education and submitted a request for signage to showcase school pride in
Cross Curricular Learning through Active Play Equipment.” every corner of the school. Tina was awarded full funding in
She was awarded full funding in the amount of $847.80. the amount of $3,150.

e Amy McDonald, Kindergarten teacher at New Heights, The Foundation is excited to learn about all of the project

submitted a grant request for funds to refresh the Discovery outcomes and are truly in awe of the effort staff put forth each
Areas to enhance kindergarten learning before the bell. She and every day to make East Grand Forks Public School District
was awarded full funding in the amount of $3,448.50. a great place for students to learn.

Grant Award Recipients for 2025. Left to right: Jessica Genett (SH Visual Arts Inst.), Matt Torgerson (CMS Principal), Cierra Hangsleben (back
NH Principal), Jenny Loer (front CMS Band Dir.), Brian Loer (back SH Principal), Stacey Bach (front SH Band Dir.), Amy McDonald (back NH Kin-
dergarten Inst.), Amanda Adams (front CMS 7th gr. Lang. Arts Inst.), Katie Kleven (back EGFEF Board Staff Liaison, School Counselor & Year-
book Advisor), Hannah Driscoll, (front CMS FACS inst), Leisa Hanson (front CMS 8th gr. SS Inst.), Donovan Hanson (back SH 9-12 Vocal Music
Inst.), Tracey Heisler (front SH 9th gr. English Inst.), Carl Adolphson (back SP Vice Principal), Pat Jacklitch (front EGFEF Vice President), Melissa
Kroetsch (back SP Principal), Jan Jelliff (front EGFEF Board Member), Laura McDaniel (front EGFEF Board Member), Holly Wavra (back EGFEF
President). Recipients not pictured: Elizabeth Hulst (NH Phy. Ed. Inst.), Brooke Shelstad & Kristin Stenberg (SH 9th gr. English Insts.), Danny
Moffitt (SP Music Inst.), and Emily Ruemmele (SH SPED inst./ILC).
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MEMBERSHIPS /7 DONATIONS

BENEFACTOR LEVEL ($5,000 OR MORE)
Jay & Rebecca Debertin
Frandsen Bank & Trust

Jan Jelliff

Sharon Knowlton

Dolores Lind

Harvey & Melanie Noteboom
Mark E. & Hsiuhua Raymond
Scheels

CHS Community Giving
Securian Financial

SCHOLAR LEVEL ($1,000-$4,999)
Walt & Julie Aanenson
American Legion Post #157
Jim & Jan Baune

Sylvia Bilden

Don & Diane Blue

Blue Moose---Patrick Boppre & Nate Sheppard
Gary Bratvold

Tom & Sharon Budge
Dahlstrom Motors

Hannah Larson Driscoll

Lon Ellingson

Terry Fore/Jeff McMaines
Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie #350
Cathy Galstad

Julian “Curly” Gasperlin

Chad & Kelly Grassel

Kristine & Sam Gruenberg
Halstad Telephone Company
Holweger Construction

Pat Jacklitch

Kerry & Jerilyn Knoff

Gary & Stephanie Larson
Jeanette & Karl Lindquist

Brian & Jen Loer

David & Judi Loer

Mark Lundberg

Amy McDonald

Luther & Sonia Meyer

Miller Girls: Barb, Lorna, & Pat
Suzanne Moe

Kathy Monda

Jill Stauss-Meulebroeck
Northland Custom Woodworking, Inc.
Opticare-Forks Vision Clinic
Tony & Debbie Palmiscno

Alice Jean & Tom Rand

John Roche

Sanford Health

Jim & Cyndi Scanlan

Todd and Tami Schumacher
Judy Sheridan-Christensen

Bob & Brenda Simonson

Dr. Paul Stadem

Wilma Stinar

Alyce & Kent Stokke

Bonnie & Dale Taylor

Erin Terpstra

VFW Post #3817-East Grand Forks
Kent & Holly Wavra

Raanne Wavra

Jeff & Carrie Wilson

Livia Zitzow

MENTOR LEVEL ($500-$999)

A & L Siding

Faye (Doble) Aker

Karla Anderson

Stacey & Nick Bach

Gary Berg

Larry Braford

Carol Bushy

Cheryl Danduran

Paula Devine

Lloyd Doble

Tim & Marva Fairchild
GKT Farms

Mark Grainger

Wayne & Marsha Gregoire
Tina Haaven

Donovan Hanson

Duane & Darlene Hanson
Roger & Leisa Hanson
David & Mary Gail Homstad
Sara Jelliff & Kevin Koenig
Phyllis Kalliokoski

David & Rhonda Kallock
Brooke Keller

Katie Kleven

Kim & Jill Knoff

Anna Larson

Brian & Sue Larson
Marilyn Murray

Brian & Katie Nelson
Bruce & Kari Nelson

Lisa Palmer

Julie & David Pederson
Dale & Sheryl Pesch
Peterson Veterinary Clinic
Tom & Deb Piche

Rhonda Pribula

Rose Skyberg

Warren Strandell

June Tangen

Beth & Clarence Vetter

Widseth, Smith, Nolting, & Associa

EDUCATOR LEVEL ($100-5499)

Amanda Adams

Ernie Arvidson

Jeff & Sue Bakke
Cindy & Glenn Barrett
Tom & Cindy Barrett
Tim Baumann

Lori Beck

Rachel Benson

Randi Berger/Bergstrom Electric

Sue & Rick Black

David & Denise Britton

Lynn Brott

Bulldog Designs/Kent Wavra
Audra Burke

C & H Insurance/Justin Hecht
Allison Campos

Carrie & Adam Cariveau
John Clynch

Custom Stripes

Hilary Dahlen

Dobmeier, Inc.

(TOTAL LIFETIME GIVING "THROUGH DECEMBER 26, 2025)

Eagle Electric

East Grand Forks Sports Boosters
Jim & Jane Enright

First International Bank & Trust, Watford City, ND
Bev Flicek

Trisha & Matt Fore

Dawn Nelson Fowler
Krystyna & Andres Freeman
Randy & Cathy Galstad
Jessica Genett

Maggie Gregoire

Kevin & Stacy Grover

Cierra & Matt Hangsleben
Tracey Heisler

Dave & Sue Hetland
Norman & Nancy Heyen
Sarah Hillier

Landis & Jane Hjelle
Jeanette Johnson

Melissa Kroetsch

Darin & Nan Larson

Linda Leino

Don Leonard

Shelby Maag

Jen & Patrick Maixner
Laura & Dylan McDaniel
Ashley McMahon

Carol Moe

Nelson Ford of Grand Forks
Margaret Nelson

David & Jean Pelarski

Bryan Perkins

Rita Sullivan Pond

Vicki Ronkowski

Paul & Haley Stinar

South Point Elementary Staff
Jeanne Tack

Phil Thompson & Associates
Jan & Tom Tollefson

Matt & Kelsey Torgerson
Dan & Michelle Trebil
Cristy Truedson

Lori & Randy Wolff

Kelly Zabriskie

JoAnn Zutz

TUTOR LEVEL ($0-$99)
Jaclyn Aker

Carl & Anne Adolphson
Megan Berg

Bernie's

Amanda Bibow-Ragan
Budget RV, Inc.

Care Vet MN PC, St. Louis, MO
Kelly Entzel

Kendra Hatcher
Leisureland RV

Jodie McDonald

Aimee McGlynn

Alan & Sue Olson

David Tucker

Genny Vonasek

Shane Vonasek

Jane & Rob Wagner

If you would like to donate to the Foundation in memory of, or in honor of, someone who has touched your life,
please go to our website: www.egfeducationfoundation.org or use our QR code, found on page2.
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Irene Gasperlin: Julian Gasperlin

Robert F. Lind: Delores Lind

Roger Lind: Delores Lind

Esther Doble: Lloyd Doble, Delores Lind, Faye Aker
Annie Strandell: Warren Strandell

Pat Roche: John Roche

Mike Lundby: Carl & Anne Adolphson
Michelle Zeleny: Dolores Lind

Mitchell Skyberg: Delores Lind

Sandy & George Wogaman: Delores Lind
Eldon Leino: Delores Lind, Linda Leino
Lynn Stauss: Delores Lind, Gary Bratvold
Marilyn Palmer: Delores Lind

Diane Berg: Delores Lind

Mark Leonard: Lon Ellingson, Don Leonard
Rae Ann Wald: Lon Ellingson, Jim & Jan Baune
Pat Leonard: Don Leonard

Manny Olson: Terry Fore/leff McMaines
Russel Krause: Terry Fore/leff McMaines
Terry Moe: Sue Moe

Pat Burris: Terry Fore & Jeff McMaines
Kaylee Fenton: Beverly Flicek

Brent Walstad: Lisa Palmer

Josh Proulx: Brian & Jenny Loer

Ray Stinar: Wilma Stinar

Terry Fore/Jeff McMaines (2026)
Pat Jacklitch

C & H Insurance/Justin Hecht
Cindy & Glenn Barrett

Bergstrom Electric/Randi Berger
Dawn Nelson Fowler

Brian & Sue Larson

Mark E. & Hsiuhua Raymond (2025, 2026)
Frandsen Bank & Trust

Eagle Electric

Suzanne Moe

Blue Moose/Patrick Boppre

Kent & Holly Wavra

EGF Fraternal Order of Eagles #350

Northland Custom Woodworking, Inc./Kevin & Kris
Marcott & Jeff Vonasek

Holweger Construction

*Please note that Memberships,
Memorials, and Tributes will be
published two times per year
unless they are renewed.

MEMORIALS (*THROUGH DECEMBER 26, 2025)

Ros Gander: Pat Jacklitch, Cheryl Danduran, Bob

& Brenda Simonson, Tom & Sharon Budge, Julian
Gasperlin, Jan Jelliff, Terry Fore & Jeff McMaines, Brian
& Sue Larson, Stephanie & Gary Larson

Richard A. Nelson: Margaret Nelson, Karyn & Ken
Vasek & Family

Dale “JR” Amundson: Tom & Cindy Barrett, Julie &
David Pederson

Arnold “Phil” Phillips: Arlet Phillips, Chad & Courtney
Phillips, Kent & Holly (Phillips) Wavra, Tom & Jan
Tollefson, Pat Jacklitch

Tom Gabrielson: Lon Ellingson
Jacob Fjestad: Lon Ellingson
Laurie Christiansen: Lon Ellingson
Beverly Thureen: Lon Ellingson
Martin Egeland: Lon Ellingson
Donald Cash: Lon Ellingson

LaVonne Anderson: Karla Anderson, Carol Bushy, Pat
Jacklitch, Sue Moe, Dawn Nelson Fowler, Clarence &
Beth Vetter, Brian & Sue Larson

Lyle Rose: Terry Fore & Jeff McMaines, Holly & Kent
Wavra, Todd & Tami Schumacher, Jen & Patrick
Maixner

Jim Wolfe: Terry Fore & Jeff McMaines, Brian & Sue
Larson, Rick & Sue Black, Holly & Kent Wavra, Lon
Ellingson, Brian & Jenny Loer

Ed Irving: Brian & Sue Larson

Steve Vonasek: Terry Fore & Jeff McMaines, Pat
Jacklitch

SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS (*THROUGH DECEMBER 26, 2025)

Dahlstrom Motors

Bulldog Designs/Kent Wavra
Widseth, Smith, Nolting & Associates/Steve Emery
Halstad Telephone Company
Rita Sullivan Pond

Sanford Health

Delores Lind

Budget RV, Inc.

Kevin Grover

Darin & Nan Larson

Warren Strandell

GKT Farms

Nelson Ford of Grand Forks
Marilyn Murray

Don & Diane Blue

Jeanne Tack

A & L Siding

IN TRIBUTE TO/IN HONOR OF (*THROUGH DECEMBER 26, 2025)

Mark & Hsiuhua Raymond: In Tribute/Honor of Cheryl
Raymond Ward, Margo Raymond Arnese, and Thomas
Raymond

David & Judi Loer: Memorial Tribute to LaVonne
Anderson, long time educator in EGF

Charlene Berg: Pat Jacklitch, Cheryl Danduran, Alice
Jean & Tom Rand, Curly Gasperlin, Jan Jelliff, Jim &
Cyndi Scanlan, David Tucker, Holly & Kent Wavra, Tom
& Deb Piche, Lisa Palmer, Lon Ellingson, Todd & Tami
Schumacher, Brian & Jenny Loer

Jody Elskoe: Lon Ellingson

Lee Hearn: Gary Bratvold

Carol Edinger: Terry Fore & Jeff McMaines
Guy Berg: Jan Jelliff, Pat Jacklitch

Jim McDonald: Jan Jelliff, Lon Ellingson

Penny Schumacher: Terri Fore & Jeff McMaines, Jan &
Tom Tollefson

Terence Thorvilson: EGF Sports Boosters

Diane Solarski: Todd & Tami Schumacher

Linda Boman: Todd & Tami Schumacher

Jim Amundson: Brian & Jenny Loer

Chad Scheving: Brian & Jenny Loer, Audra Burke
Kirk Driscoll: Brian & Jenny Loer

Parker Wald: Lon Ellingson

Vicki Kroetsch: South Point Elementary Staff
Judy (Holt) Cleveland: Raanne Wavra

Mark Holy: Pat Jacklitch Terry Fore & Jeff McMaines,
Juian Gasperlin, Tom & Cindy Barrett

Larry Tack: Lynn Brott

Dave & Judi Loer

Kerry & Jerilyn Knoff

Lon Ellingson

American Legion Post #157
Dave & Denise Britton

Sue & Rick Black

Lynn Brott

Tom & Sharon Budge

Phil Thompson & Associates
Kim & Jill Knoff

Carol Bushy

Rose Skyberg

Jim & Jan Baune

Judy Sheridan (2026)

Gary Bratvold (2026)

EGF VFW (2026)

Genny Vonasek, Shane Vonasek, Jodie McDonald,
Jaclyn Aker, and Aimee McGlynn: In Tribute to Laura
McDaniel

Judy Sheridan: In tribute of all my former students!
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JOIN THE FOUNDATION

Become &

Here are a few of our recently funded projects:

CMS Branding Wall Decoration

Elem

enta

I?GF Education Foundation

The East Grand Forks Education Foundation is a charitable, nonprofit organization dedicated to
supporting and enhancing quality educational programs by awarding annual grants and post
secondary scholarships to graduating seniors. Grants can be used for a variety of classroom and
school needs and are awarded for projects that are consistent with the school’s mission, but are not
able to be sufficiently funded through the East Grand Forks Public School District.
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