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News regarding community members, alumni, & local businesses 
whose mission is to support the students of ISD #595

“Sunny day, sweepin’ the clouds away.  On my 
way to where the air is sweet.  Can you tell me 
how to get, how to get to Sesame Street?  

“Come and play, everything’s a-ok.  Family, neigh-
bors, there, that’s where we meet.  Can you tell 
me how to get, how to get to Sesame Street?”

Do these lyrics ring a bell?  Did you find yourself 
humming along to the tune as you read them?  
Did they bring you a sense of your childhood or 
your parenthood?  These all too familiar lyrics and 
tune are from the theme song to Sesame Street.  
AI summarizes Sesame Street as a pioneering, 
award-winning children’s television series creat-
ed by Joan Ganz Cooney and Lloyd Morrisett in 
1969. It continues to be a show that brilliantly 
blends live-action, sketch comedy, animation, and 
Jim Henson’s iconic and beloved Muppets (Elmo, 
Big Bird, Cookie Monster, Bert & Ernie, Oscar the 
Grouch, etc.) to teach preschoolers and early 
elementary students essential educational and 
emotional skills.  Beyond foundational academic 
skills like the alphabet and numbers, this show 
places a heavy emphasis on emotional well-being, 
empathy, and healthy habits. It also offers parents 
and caregivers research-backed tools to help chil-
dren navigate big feelings, trauma, and everyday 
transitions.  

Why share a background lesson on Sesame Street?  
Well, the simple answer is that is the song that 
immediately popped into my head while reading 
our submission from Amy McDonald, our Spotlight 
Grant Recipient, and her project “Discovery Zone, 
Enhancing Kindergarten Learning Before the Bell.”  
The submission and the tune made me smile as 
supporting teachers in creating meaningful expe-
riences for our students is exactly why we exist as 
a Foundation.  The teachers who apply for grant 
funding through our organization are a lot like 
creators at Sesame Street.  They too go above and 
beyond foundational academics to create relation-
ships and spaces that children want to be a part 
of, feel secure in, and enjoy.  Projects like Amy’s 
allow kids to “come and play” all while support-

ing creativity, building friendships, and learning 
to be independent problem solvers.  All of the 
skills that are the essential building blocks to their 
educational journey.  A journey that often starts 
in classrooms likes Amy’s and ends as graduating 
seniors.  This past May, the Foundation awarded 
20 graduating seniors scholarships to put towards 
their post-secondary educations.  All 20 of these 
students have continued to demonstrate and 
utilize skills that they likely learned in kindergarten 
to succeed in taking them to the next level.  In the 
great beyond of the future and knowing the ma-
jors they have each chosen to study, maybe their 
creativity will continue to be crafted into works of 
fine art, developed into new products, conveyed 
as visual print, or utilized in teaching spaces where 
there will be much to explore and share; maybe 
their social interaction skills will foster communica-
tion networks, support collaboration with teams, 
or develop into empathy and relationships with 
patients in their care; or perhaps they will design, 
develop and maintain systems, structures, and 
processes that will improve technology, address 
local and global challenges, or innovate healthcare 
systems.  Again, this is the reason our Foundation 
exists and what our mission supports.  “Sunny 
day” indeed!

All of this (grants and scholarships) is made 
possible through our membership “family and 
neighbors” – a collective body that makes up our 
organization and who believe in the common core 
of supporting and enhancing quality educational 
programming.  Hats off to each of our members 
for creating this community!  We wouldn’t be here 
without each of you!  

I can’t tell you “how to get to Sesame Street,” 
however I can tell you how to be a part of “chas-
ing the clouds away” and that is by keeping your 
membership current and encouraging others 
to become members today.  Help us help our 
students, teachers, and staff continue to go above 
and beyond!  Together we are better!

All my best, Holly
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Amy McDonald
SPOTLIGHT RECIPIENT

 
 

 

OUR MISSION

The East Grand Forks Education Foundation is a charitable nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting and enhancing quality 
educational programs for every student in the East Grand Forks, Minnesota Public School District.  To achieve its purpose, the 

foundation reaches out to alumni and the community to secure funds and resources.

Hi, My name is Amy McDonald, and I am a kindergarten teach-
er at New Heights Elementary. I have been teaching in the EGF 
school district for 23 years. I live in East Grand Forks with my 
husband Mark and our two children, Morgan and Alexis.

My most recently funded project through the Foundation was, 
“Discovery Zone: Enhancing Kindergarten Learning Before the 
Bell.”  Each morning 150 kindergarten students are now able to 
explore using hands-on stations that support creativity, indepen-
dence, social interaction, and early learning skills during a key 
transition time before the school day begins.
With these funds we were able to purchase new puzzles and 
games, a dollhouse, building blocks, Lego’s, car sets, and all the 
durable storage to keep materials organized and accessible for 
students.

I proudly support the East Grand Forks Education Foundation because it gives teachers the opportunity to turn ideas into mean-
ingful experiences that directly benefit students that might not fit within tight district budgets.

I am truly grateful for the Foundation’s continued commitment to enriching education and strengthening our school community.
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BENEFACTOR LEVEL    ($5,000 OR MORE)
Jay & Rebecca Debertin
Frandsen Bank & Trust
Halstad Telephone Company
Jan Jelliff
Sharon Knowlton
Dolores Lind
Harvey & Melanie Noteboom
Mark E. & Hsiuhua Raymond
Scheels 
CHS Community Giving
Securian Financial

SCHOLAR LEVEL   ($1,000-$4,999)
Walt & Julie Aanenson
American Legion Post #157
Jim & Jan Baune
Sylvia Bilden
Don & Diane Blue
Blue Moose---Patrick Boppre & Nate Sheppard
Tom & Sharon Budge
Carol Bushy
John Clynch
Dahlstrom Motors
Development Homes, Inc.
Hannah Larson Driscoll
Lon Ellingson
Terry Fore/Jeff McMaines
Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie #350
Cathy Galstad
Julian “Curly” Gasperlin
Chad & Kelly Grassel
Kristine & Sam Gruenberg
Holweger Construction
Pat Jacklitch
Kerry & Jerilyn Knoff
Gary & Stephanie Larson
Roy Lillfors
Jeanette & Karl Lindquist
Brian & Jenny Loer
David & Judi Loer
Mark Lundberg
Amy McDonald
Luther & Sonia Meyer
Miller Girls:  Barb, Lorna, & Pat
Suzanne Moe
Kathy Monda
Northland Custom Woodworking, Inc.
Opticare-Forks Vision Clinic
Tony & Debbie Palmiscno
Alice Jean & Tom Rand
John Roche
Sanford Health
Jim & Cyndi Scanlan
Todd and Tami Schumacher
Judy Sheridan-Christensen
Bob & Brenda Simonson
Dr. Paul Stadem
Wilma Stinar
Alyce & Kent Stokke
Bonnie & Dale Taylor
Erin Terpstra
VFW Post #3817-East Grand Forks

Kent & Holly Wavra
Raanne Wavra
Widseth, Smith, Nolting, & Associates
Jeff & Carrie Wilson
Livia Zitzow

MENTOR LEVEL   ($500-$999)
A & L Siding
Faye (Doble) Aker
Karla Anderson
Stacey & Nick Bach
Tom & Cindy Barrett
Gary Berg
Larry Braford
David & Denise Britton
Cheryl Danduran
Paula Devine
Lloyd Doble
Tim & Marva Fairchild
Mark Grainger
Wayne & Marsha Gregoire
Tina Haaven
Donovan Hanson
Duane & Darlene Hanson
Roger & Leisa Hanson
Sara Jelliff & Kevin Koenig
David & Rhonda Kallock
Brooke Keller
Katie Kleven
Kim & Jill Knoff
Melissa Kroetsch
Anna Larson
Brian & Sue Larson
Marilyn Murray
Brian & Katie Nelson
Margaret Nelson
Lisa Palmer
Julie & David Pederson
Dale & Sheryl Pesch
Peterson Veterinary Clinic
Tom & Deb Piche
Rhonda Pribula
Rose Skyberg
Warren Strandell
June Tangen
Beth & Clarence Vetter
JoAnn Zutz

 
EDUCATOR LEVEL   ($100-$499)
Amanda Adams
Carl & Anne Adolphson
Ernie Arvidson
Jeff & Sue Bakke
Gloria Bancroft
Tim & Meredith Baumann
Lori Beck
Rachel Benson
Randi Berger/Bergstrom Electric
Sue & Rick Black
Lynn Brott
Bulldog Designs/Kent Wavra
Audra Burke
C & H Insurance/Justin Hecht

Allison Campos
Carrie & Adam Cariveau
Custom Stripes
Hilary Dahlen
DeMers Dental
Dobmeier, Inc.
Eagle Electric
East Grand Forks Sports Boosters
Jim & Jane Enright
First International Bank & Trust, Watford City, ND
Bev Flicek
Trisha & Matt Fore
Dawn Nelson Fowler
Krystyna & Andres Freeman
Jessica Genett
Gerrells Sports Center
Good Insurance
Maggie Gregoire
Kevin & Stacy Grover
Cierra & Matt Hangsleben
Tracey Heisler
Norman & Nancy Heyen
Sarah Hillier
Landis & Jane Hjelle
Jeanette Johnson
Darin & Nan Larson
Linda Leino
Don Leonard
Shelby Maag
Jen & Patrick Maixner
Laura & Dylan McDaniel
Ashley McMahon
Nelson Ford of Grand Forks
David & Jean Pelarski
Bryan Perkins
Vicki Ronkowski
Paul & Haley Stinar
South Point Elementary Staff
Jeanne Tack
Phil Thompson & Associates
Jan & Tom Tollefson
Matt & Kelsey Torgerson
Cristy Truedson
Marta Vanderpan
Vicki Anderson-Wangberg
Lori & Randy Wolff
Kelly Zabriskie

TUTOR LEVEL   ($0-$99)
Jaclyn Aker
Megan Berg
Bernie’s
Care Vet MN PC, St. Louis, MO
Kelly Entzel
Ann & Brian Enright
Kendra Hatcher
Leisureland RV
Jodie McDonald
Aimee McGlynn
Alan & Sue Olson
David Tucker
Genny Vonasek
Jane & Rob Wagner

MEMBERSHIPS / DONATIONS      (TOTAL LIFETIME GIVING *THROUGH JUNE 3 ,  2026)

If you would like to donate to the Foundation in memory of, or in honor of, someone who has touched your life, 
please go to our website: www.egfeducationfoundation.org or use our QR code, page2.



MEMORIALS      ( *THROUGH JUNE 3 ,  2026)

Robert F. Lind: Delores Lind
Roger Lind: Delores Lind
Esther Doble: Lloyd Doble, Delores Lind, Faye Aker
Annie Strandell: Warren Strandell
Pat Roche: John Roche
Michelle Zeleny: Dolores Lind
Mitchell Skyberg: Delores Lind
Sandy & George Wogaman: Delores Lind
Eldon Leino: Delores Lind, Linda Leino
Lynn Stauss: Delores Lind
Diane Berg: Delores Lind
Ray Stinar: Wilma Stinar
Arnold “Phil” Phillips: Arlet Phillips, Chad & Courtney 
Phillips, Kent & Holly (Phillips) Wavra, Tom & Jan 
Tollefson, Pat Jacklitch
Tom Gabrielson: Lon Ellingson
Jacob Fjestad: Lon Ellingson
Laurie Christiansen: Lon Ellingson
Beverly Thureen: Lon Ellingson
Martin Egeland: Lon Ellingson
Donald Cash: Lon Ellingson
LaVonne Anderson: Karla Anderson, Carol Bushy, Pat 
Jacklitch, Sue Moe, Dawn Nelson Fowler, Clarence 
& Beth Vetter, Brian & Sue Larson, Julie & David 
Pederson 
Robert Punton: Terry Fore/Jeff McMaines 

Gordy Swanberg: Tom & Sharon Budge, Julie & David 
Pederson, Lon Ellingson
Lyle Rose: Terry Fore & Jeff McMaines, Holly & Kent 
Wavra, Todd & Tami Schumacher, Jen & Patrick 
Maixner
Jim Wolfe: Terry Fore & Jeff McMaines, Brian & Sue 
Larson, Rick & Sue Black, Holly & Kent Wavra, Lon 
Ellingson, Brian & Jenny Loer, Julie & Pederson
Charlene Berg: Pat Jacklitch, Cheryl Danduran, Alice 
Jean & Tom Rand, Curly Gasperlin, Jan Jelliff, Jim & 
Cyndy Scanlan, David Tucker, Holly & Kent Wavra, Tom 
& Deb Piche, Lisa Palmer, Lon Ellingson, Todd & Tami 
Schumacher, Brian & Jenny Loer
Ed Irving: Brian & Sue Larson
Jody Elskoe: Lon Ellingson
Carol Edinger: Terry Fore & Jeff McMaines
Guy Berg: Jan Jelliff, Pat Jacklitch
Jim McDonald: Jan Jelliff, Lon Ellingson
Penny Schumacher: Terri Fore & Jeff McMaines, Jan & 
Tom Tollefson
Terence Thorvilson: EGF Sports Boosters
Diane Solarski: Todd & Tami Schumacher
Linda Boman: Todd & Tami Schumacher
Jim Amundson: Brian & Jenny Loer
Chad Scheving: Brian & Jenny Loer, Audra Burke
Kirk Driscoll: Brian & Jenny Loer
Parker Wald: Lon Ellingson

Judy (Holt) Cleveland: Raanne Wavra
Dale Neppel: Cheryl Danduran, Pat Jacklitch, Jan Jelliff
Mark Holy: Pat Jacklitch Terry Fore & Jeff McMaines, 
Juian Gasperlin, Tom & Cindy Barrett, Vicki Anderson-
Wangberg, Jan Jelliff
Steve Vonasek: Terry Fore & Jeff McMaines, Pat 
Jacklitch, Lon Ellingson
Larry Tack: Lynn Brott
Josh Proulx: Brian & Jenny Loer
Wayne Bridgeford: Kerry & Jerilyn Knoff
Gerry Joyce: Brooke Keller
Gail Hobus: Carol Bushy, Gloria Bancroft, Cindy & Tom 
Barrett, Marta Vanderpan, Tim & Marva Fairchild, 
Brian & Ann Enright, Wilma Stinar, Julie & David 
Pederson, Lon Ellingson
Clint Bimler: Lon Ellingson
Roxine Egeland: Lon Ellingson
Harry Kram: Pat Jacklitch
Diann Solarski: Julie & David Pederson
Ellis Austin: Terry Fore & Jeff McMaines
Larry Stauss: Bob & Brenda Simonson, Tom & Sharon 
Budge, Pat Jacklitch, Jan Jelliff
Gordie Lindholm: Bob & Brenda Simonson, Dave & 
Denise Britton
LoAnn Stallmo: Cheryl Danduran, Pat Jacklitch
DeeDee Stadem: Paul Stadem
Vicki Kroetsch: South Point Elementary Staff

David & Judi Loer: Memorial Tribute to LaVonne 
Anderson, long time educator in EGF

Judy Sheridan: In tribute of all my former students!

Mark & Hsiuhua Raymond: In Tribute/Honor of Cheryl 
Raymond Ward, Margo Raymond Arnese, and Thomas 
Raymond

Genny Vonasek, Shane Vonasek, Jodie McDonald, 
Jaclyn Aker, and Aimee McGlynn: In Tribute to Laura 
McDaniel

IN TRIBUTE TO/IN HONOR OF      ( *THROUGH JUNE 3 ,  2026)

*Please note that Memberships, Memorials, and Tributes will be published two times per year unless they are renewed.

SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS

Thank you to our supporting donors and friends:
 
Terry Fore/Jeff McMaines (2026)
Pat Jacklitch (2026)
C & H Insurance/Justin Hecht (2026)
Brian & Sue Larson (2026)
Mark E. & Hsiuhua Raymond (2026)
Suzanne Moe (2026)
Kent & Holly Wavra (2026)
Bulldog Designs/Kent Wavra (2026)
Widseth, Smith, Nolting & Associates/Steve Emery  
(2026)
Halstad Telephone Company (2026)
Sanford Health (2026)
Delores Lind (2026)
Don & Diane Blue (2026)
Lon Ellingson (2026)

Judy Sheridan (2026)
Gary Bratvold (2026)
EGF VFW (2026)
Custom Stripes (2026)
Good Insurance (2026)
Chad & Kelly Grassel (2026)
Margaret Nelson (2026)
Wilma Stinar (2026)
Phil Thompson & Associates (2026)
Terry Fore & Jeff McMaines (2026)
Sue & Rick Black (2026)
Bergstrom Electric, Inc. (2026)
Marilyn Murray (2026)
Jan Jelliff (2026)
Tom & Deb Piche (2026)
Alan & Sue Olson (2026)
Roy Lillfors (2026)

David & Judy Loer (2026)
Tom & Sharon Budge (2026)
Kevin Grover (2026)
Dahlstrom Motors (2026)
Carol Bushy (2026)
Leisureland RV (2026)
Jane & Landis Hjelle (2026)
Sanford Health (2026)
Opticare Vision (2026)
DeMers Dental (2026)
Kerry & Jerilyn Knoff (2026)
Dawn Nelson Fowler (2026)
Bev Flicek (2026)
Frandsen Bank & Trust (2026)
Rose Skyberg (2026)
Gerrells Sports Center (2026)
Development Homes (2026) 
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2026 Student Scholarships 
The East Grand Forks Education Foundation awarded the East 
Grand Forks Senior High Class of 2026, $24,500 in student 
scholarships on Friday, May 22nd, 2026 at the senior class 
banquet.

It is through the generous donations of our members, alum-
ni and community partners that the Foundation is able to 
fund the East Grand Forks Education Foundation Scholarship 
Awards.   

The 2026-2027 academic year scholarships were awarded to 
candidates that applied and interviewed with the Foundation’s 
scholarship committee.  Scholarships were based on scholastic 
merit; attained college coursework; character; participation in 
school, community and work; and personal interview.  

Receiving scholarships in the amount of $1,000 were: 
Brody Anderson, Jezrael Jones, Noah Olderbak, Sadie 
Haaven-Farstad, Yazleena Gallegos, Sara Langerud, Luke 
Hanson, Addysen Wawrzyniak, Austin Kovar, Madison Pluth, 
Carson McDonald, and Dereon Dadeah.

Receiving scholarships in the amount of $1,500 were: 
Cole Schmiedeberg, Morgan McDonald, Reighan Wavra, Ash-
lyn Hayes, Amiya Julien, Avynn Thorson, Josephine Nelson, 

Receiving a scholarship in the amount of $2,000 was:  
Tatem Votava

Congratulations to all the recipients and to the entire East 
Grand Forks Senior High Clas of 2026.  The future is yours!

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 2026
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Back Row L to R: Holly Wavra (EGFEF President), Tatem Votava, Reighan Wavra, Morgan McDonald, Luke Hanson, Brody Anderson, Noah 
Olderbak, Jezrael Jones, Carson McDonald, Dereon Dadeah, Katie Kleven (EGFEF, Ex-Officio).  Front Row L to R:  Josephine Nelson, Avynn 
Thorson, Amiya Julien, Addysen Wawrzyniak, Ashlyn Hayes, Sara Langerud, Sadie Haaven-Farstad, Yazleena Gallegos, Austin Kovar, Madison 
Pluth, and Cole Schmiedeberg.
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EAST GRAND FORKS EDUCATION FOUNDATION

PO BOX 588

EAST GRAND FORKS MN 56721

JOIN THE FOUNDATION

6

The East Grand Forks Education Foundation is a charitable, nonprofit organization dedicated to 
supporting and enhancing quality educational programs by awarding annual grants and post 

secondary scholarships to graduating seniors.  Grants can be used for a variety of classroom and 
school needs and are awarded for projects that are consistent with the school’s mission, but are not 

able to be sufficiently funded through the East Grand Forks Public School District.  

Here are a few of our recently funded projects:

Become a member Become a member 
today!today! EGF Education FoundationEGF Education Foundation

Sr High Science LabsSr High Science Labs Elementary Train SetsElementary Train SetsCMS Branding Wall DecorationCMS Branding Wall Decoration

 
 

 egfeducationfoundation.org

sign upsign up
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The East Grand Forks Education Foundation is a charitable, nonprofit organization dedicated to supporting and enhancing quality 
educational programs by awarding annual grants and post secondary scholarships to graduating seniors. Grants can be used for 

a variety of classroom and school needs and are awarded for projects that are consistent with the school's mission, but are not 
able to be su�ciently funded through the East Grand Forks Public School District.

Here are a few of the recently funded projects.

egf education foundation 
Bec�e a �mber �day!

EGFEducationFoundation.org
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CMS "Branding our School"

SHS New Lighting in the PAC

CMS CO2 Racetrack

Elementary School Planetarium


